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The European Neighbourhood Policy, launched in 

2004, was developed as a political tool to promote 

the EU’s transformational power in the immediate 

neighbourhood, In return for approximation to EU 

norms, partner countries were offered a stake in the 

EU market. 15 years later, the Union as well as its 

neighbourhood have undergone significant 

changes. The rise of populist, illiberal and nationalist 

movements, growing tensions among member 

states and Brexit have challenged the EU’s 

transformative and normative power. At the same 

time, tectonic shifts as the Arab uprisings or the 

Ukrainian crisis have narrowed the Union’s scope of 

manoeuvre in the region. What can be the EU’s future 

role in the neighbourhood? Has a common 

Neighbourhood Policy become obsolete?  
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